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Budget Framework Amendment 2019/20
This report seeks approval by Council to amend the budget framework in order to incorporate the 
funding for the Witham Slea Blue/Green corridor project. 
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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

 Council is asked to approve the change to the General Fund revenue programme of 
£1,056,615 in respect of the Witham Slea Blue/Green corridor project. The financing of 
this project wholly consists of external funding as detailed at paragraph 1.
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1 The Background to the Report
1.1 South Kesteven District Council received a grant in-principle of £743,829 from the

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in April 2019 to deliver 14 projects along
the Witham and Slea focusing on Environment and Resource Efficiency.

1.2 The programme is being matched by supporting partners: North Kesteven District Council, 
the Environment Agency and the National Trust at £312,786. This funding together with the 
ERDF grant is £1,056,615.  The match funding committed is as follows:

 North Kesteven District Council (NKDC): £156,300

 Environment Agency (EA): £140,000

 National Trust (NT): £16,486

1.3 To accept the funding from ERDF, a contract is required to be entered into with the Ministry 
of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) for the maximum amount of 
£743,829. MHCLG administers the grant defrayal and delivery for the European Union (EU) 
funded programme.

1.4 South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) will be acting as the lead partner in this ringfenced 
programme which will include the delivery of all works. The total operating budget of this 
programme being: £1,236,615. SKDC will act as the financial body for the project, managing 
all income and expenditure and has already approved expenditure of £180,000 for the 
project at the Budget meeting on 1st March 2019.

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny
2.1  Cabinet approved the Funding Agreement at their meeting on 10th September 2019 and 

recommended the amendment to the budget framework accordingly

3 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
3.1 The project will commence upon completion of the Funding Agreement and the 

amendment to the budget framework

4 Financial Implications 
4.1 These are set out in the report.  The Council has directly committed a total of £180,000 

over three financial years to support the delivery of this project and this was approved by 
Council on 1st March 2019.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Director of Finance

5 Legal and Governance Implications 
5.1 There are no specific legal issues arising from this report.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Monitoring Officer

6 Equality and Safeguarding Implications 
6.1 N/a

7 Risk and Mitigation



7.1 The projects have been planned in partnership with the Environment Agency and to 
mitigate any negative environmental impact a full ecological and species survey carried 
out along each stretch of the river route where projects are planned. The team and 
partnership have full confidence that this will support the river system in the urban 
conurbations and also in the downstream reaches of the river.

7.2 An ecological clerk will be contracted into the programme to advise and mitigate for any 
protected species which are evident within the river system. Project plans have also taken 
into account the ecological constraints of the seasons, nesting birds, hibernation and 
active wildlife sites.

7.3 Each of the 14 set projects have a 10% contingency built in should any matters arise 
during works and the financial commitment from partners have included the cost for 
contingency.

7.4 Individual project packs have been developed for each project outlining the works and 
consideration for access, materials and constraints on-site. These have been created by 
all involved in the partnership including supporting partners: SKDC, EA, NKDC, 
Lincolnshire Rivers Trust and Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. 

7.5 The funding from EU programmes including ERDF are guaranteed and underwritten by 
HM Treasury until the end of 2020 and over the project lifetime. This was announced in 
July 2018 and safeguards against both scenarios of EU exit. In accepting the funding, any 
future press opportunities must follow EU branding guidelines to include the appropriate 
EU Logo, SKDC will need to adhere to document retention guidelines, provide financial 
transparency for the programme to MHCLG and complete a suitable completion report. 
These matters will be completed within the project programme. 

7.6 A risk assessment has been completed for the programme which will be managed by the 
project delivery team and the in-project board during the course of the programme. A 
regular quarterly report will be produced as a requirement for the board and ERDF grant 
claims on the ongoing risks.

8 Background Papers
8.1 N/a

9 Appendices
9.1 N/a
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required)
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